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CONTRIBUTORS
Lorri Bethel is a native Californian and a junior at the University 
of Montana. She started writing as a teenager writing poetry, and 
lyrics for her own guitar music. Originally a Music major, she has 
recently returned to college to pursue a degree in Psychology. She 
enjoys writing both poetry and non-fiction and has a particular 
affection for the works of Charles Bukowski.
Madeline Broom is a sophomore at the University of Montana. 
She is majoring in Journalism and Environmental Studies with a 
minor in Climate Change Studies. Madeline grew up in Minnesota 
where she fostered a love of the outdoors by spending her sum-
mers sailing on one of Minnesota’s 10,000 lakes and her winters 
skiing on its large hills.
Julia Burkhart is a freshman this semester at the University Of 
Montana in the Education Department. She is a Trans-wannabe 
political activist who writes a lot about gender identity, mental 
illness, emotional tenderness, politics, and friends. She tries to 
incorporate heavy sensory details alongside rhythm and rhyme in-
spired by hip hop artists Aesop Rock and MF DOOM while having 
the idealism of Pat The Bunny and Pigeon Pit. Her main goal with 
poetry is to inspire change in the people who read it.
Ellie Buick is an undergraduate visual art student from southeast 
Michigan. She creates work that is both playful and dark, a sort 
of lively grotesque. She hopes to provide emotionally supportive 
artwork to her viewers, breaking them of their reservations of the 
body and the surrounding world, as well as making images full of 
color and intrigue. 
Marko Capoferri is currently working on a BA in Creative 
Writing and Literature and the Environment at the University of 
Montana.
Denae Carter is a Creative Writing student at the University of 
Montana. Originally from Utah, she has spent the past few years 
on the beaches of Hawaii, but after missing the extreme seasons 
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and mountainous surroundings, she found herself in Missoula, 
MT. She is a firm believer in the beauty and power of each individ-
ual’s voice and is loving the challenge of finding her own.
Shane Coburn is a poet and songwriter in Missoula, Montana.
Schuyler Diess is a senior at the University of Montana studying 
Human Biology, with hopes of going to school to become a phy-
sician’s assistant. She enjoys creative writing, specifically nonfic-
tion, and hopes to remain involved in Missoula’s creative writing 
community in the years after she graduates.
Will Frost is an undergraduate student getting his BA in English 
with a concentration in Creative Writing. Will typically writes 
poetry and short-fiction, but dabbles in non-fiction essays as well. 
Will grew up on an organic ranch in south-central Colorado, using 
his unconventional background as a catalyst for his writing.
Kaden Harrison is an undergraduate at the University of Mon-
tana majoring in Journalism and minoring in Wildlife Biology and 
Philosophy. He enjoys playing “Super Smash Brother’s Melee” for 
the Nintendo GameCube and considers himself a romantic.
Kelaiah Horat is a Montana native from the Bitterroot Valley, 
and now a junior pursuing a degree in Music Performance on the 
violin. Even as a small child, Kelaiah was obsessed with expression, 
and took every creative opportunity presented. Kelaiah works 
in many visual mediums, including charcoal, pencil, acrylic, oil, 
watercolor, ink, mixed medium, and digital arts. Kelaiah also does 
on-commission work ranging from paintings to logo design. In ad-
dition to visual art, Kelaiah enjoys writing poetry, baking, hiking, 
downhill skiing and spending time with her cat, Giavanna-Sim-
one.
Mielle Hubbard is a junior at UM studying English and Math 
Education. She enjoys telling people this because she likes to see 
the face they make when they are impressed with someone. Mielle 
is sometimes disappointed when people don’t ask what her name 
means. It means ‘honey’ in French and Spanish. 
Jed Luther is a professional brewer and student. He hails from an 
inconsequential town in North Dakota, which is why he now lives 
in the beauty of Missoula. He is an avid hunter, outdoor enthusi-
ast, and loving husband and father.
Dylan McCarthy is an avid photographer from Helena.
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Shane C. Murphy is an undergraduate student at the University 
of Montana, studying English Creative Writing with a specializa-
tion in Poetry. Originally from a small Montanan town, he moved 
to Missoula to pursue a passion in studying the human condition 
and understanding perspective. He focuses on pushing the English 
language to its limits. Writing in the abstract or the meaningless 
to show that the creation of meaning is more important than its 
intention.
Anson Nygaard is getting his BA in English at the University of 
Montana. He writes about his experiences as an Infantryman in 
the U.S. Army and his time spent in the mountains.
Nicholas Puckett is an undergraduate journalism student from 
Castle Rock, Colorado.
Erin Sargent is a freshman at the University of Montana study-
ing Journalism and Dance. Her favorite color is pink. Erin wishes 
that she could play the banjo, but as with most string instruments, 
the strings hurt her fingers. She enjoys Vines just a little too much.
Nicholas Soderburg is currently pursuing a Creative Writing de-
gree at the University of Montana. Soderburg grew up in southern 
California. His work has been published in Orange Coast Review, 
Monster Children, F’d Up Zine, and most recently in Til the Cows 
Come Home: Montanans in the 21st Century.
Savannah Stewart is a third year Wildlife Biology major and 
Climate Change Studies minor at UM. She came to Montana from 
the mountains of California, where she developed a passion for 
nature and protecting the environment. When she’s not working 
or studying, Savannah loves to read, draw, hike, and go on adven-
tures.
Gabrielle Tusberg’s interest in graphic design and art has been 
a constant since she was young. Her father was a graphic designer 
for Nike for fifteen years. Because of his influence she enrolled in a 
graphic design class in high school and spent most of her time us-
ing InDesign and Photoshop. In college she decided to pursue her 
passion and major in Graphic Design. Since starting college she 
has tried to experiment with mediums that are more hands on like 
painting with acrylics and oils and combining them with tools like 
Illustrator and Photoshop. Unlike most of her art pieces Chrysa-
lis is a collage piece with photos of her childhood. She hopes to 
continue to improve and understand what exactly her style is. 
Constant creating is necessary for her creativity to improve as well 
as indulging in her fellow student’s work. 
92
She would like to thank The Oval for giving her and students like 
her the opportunity to share these works. She appreciates our con-
sideration. 
Pattie Wagner is a junior at the University of Montana pursuing 
a degree in Geosciences. She was born and raised in Helena, Mon-
tana but has called Missoula home since 2004.
Alecia Weis, 22, is a senior at the University of Montana studying 
English with an emphasis in Creative Writing. She enjoys writing 
about her childhood growing up on a farm in Eastern Montana, 
her very evident daddy issues, and her crippling anxiety. Who 
doesn’t? She loves hikes in Blue Mountain with her pups, Len-
nie and Drake, (yes, he’s named after the rapper) and a nice Poor 
Farmer Hard Cider after a long day’s work. She plans to graduate 
in May of this year, if everything runs smoothly, but doesn’t have 
many plans for the future. She’s wingin’ it, so wish her luck!
Ashley Wilkins is from Snohomish, Washington. She has been 
dabbling in various forms of art for many years. She has found her 
interests lie in photography and painting, but digital art presents 
a unique opportunity to discover. She is a first-year Undergrad-
uate student studying both Russian Language and International 
Relations. 
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HONORABLE MENTIONS
The Oval would like to congratulate this year’s Honorable Men-
tions. Their pieces of Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry, and Visual Art 
will be shown on our website, alongside the pieces in this year’s 
edition. Visit www.umoval.wordpress.com for all information 
regarding The Oval. 
FARMER CARL • Lorri Bethel • Poetry
SWEET DREAMS • Madeline Broom • Visual Art
TWINS 8X8 • Ellie Buick • Visual Art
BEBOP MY STONE WALL • Julia Burkhart • Poetry
IN THE MARGINS  • Marko Capoferri • Non-Fiction
SECRETS • Rowan David • Fiction
TASTE OF FATE • Will Frost • Fiction
THE ART OF THE UNFINISHED • Grace Held • Poetry
PEOPLE LIKE YOU • Kaitlyn Van Helden • Fiction
NOT LONG ENOUGH • Alexzandera Miller • Poetry
BIG DITCH • Clayton Springmeyer • Non-Fiction
SLEEPING • Gabrielle Tusberg • Visual Art
JUST DIRT • Alecia Weis • Non-Fiction
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An endless thank you to our sponsors:
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library 
Associated Students of the University of Montana 
University of Montana
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